A VERY WARM WELCOME TO
PEMBROKE FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD
______
You will have heard recently from Chris Gray and Alastair Shaw of GMIFC about their
plans to ease into retirement and their desire to protect all GMIFC clients’ interests by
partnering with a suitable, local IFA practice.
The plan is that Chris and Alastair continue to work on for a few years (hopefully, from our viewpoint, this will
turn into many years!) in the sure knowledge that they enjoy their time working with a practice that shares
common principles of great client service, total professionalism and impartiality in the financial advice ‘process’.
Both Chris and Alastair emphasised in our early meetings that they want to be able to eventually ‘hand over’ the
business where they have spent so many years cultivating, helping and nurturing their clients to an IFA practice
who would continue their work and perhaps even offer a wider scope of advice and services.
The deal itself took quite some time, starting in May 2019, before heading off to the Regulator in March of this
year and finally completing at the end of September. Considering the small matter of a global pandemic leading
to remote working, lockdowns and restrictions, that time actually feels as if it has flown by!

BUSINESS AS USUAL
Since completion, we have been working hard - despite further restrictions and lockdowns - on the logistics of
integrating the two businesses and making sure that you have continuity of contact and access to advice in
these uncertain times.
Chris and Alastair have emphasised in their letter that they will continue to work as advisers in the new
business and that they will continue their involvement in ongoing planning, servicing and reviews.
All the GMIFC staff that you currently deal with will remain the same and, for some time, you will see precious
little change in the services and ongoing financial planning that Chris, Alastair, Christine, Sophie, Alex and
Bernie provide.
We are working in the background to ensure that the technology (phones, email, and other back office
systems) can be aligned so that GMIFC can operate as Pembroke Financial Services (PFS), Staplefield as
quickly and smoothly as possible.
This will all happen over the coming months, but we won’t rush to change everything given that what we have
invested into - GMIFC - was, and still is, a fabulous business and the Directors and staff should be rightly very
proud of themselves.

